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the command of Sir George Bicg Tiue it was, the fleet under Admiral Leake was of equal strength with that under the French admiral, but, jealous of the informations he had received, and too ready to conclude that people in distress were apt to make representations too much m their own favoui , he held himself, in point of disci etion, obliged not to hazard the queen's ships, when a re-enforcement of both cleaner and larger were under daily expectation
This unhappy circumstance (notwithstanding all former glorious dehveiances), had almost brought the eail to the bunk of despair, and, to increase it, the earl every day received such commands from the king within the place, as must ha\e sacrificed his few forces, without the least pioba-bihty of succeeding Those all tended to his torcing his way into the town , when, in all human appearance, not one man of all that should make the attempt could have done it, with any hope or prospect of surviving The Fiench were strongly encamped at the foot of the mountains, distant two miles from Barcelona towards the bottom of those hills, the avenues into the plain were possessed and fortified by great detachments from the enemy's army From all which it will be evident, that no attempt could be made without giving the enemy time to draw together what body of foot they pleased Oi, supposing it feasible, under all these difficult circumstances, for some of them to have forced their passage, the remamdci, that should have been so lucky to have escaped their loot, would have found themselves exposed in open field to a pursuit of four thousand horse and diagoons , and that for two miles together, when, in case of then enclosing them, the bravest troops in the world, under such a situation, would have found it their best way to have surrendered themselves prisoners of war
Nevertheless, when Brigadier Stanhope sent that express to the earl, which I just now mentioned, he assured him in the same, that he would use his utmost dilhgcnce, both by sea and land, to let him have timely notice of the conjunction of the fleets, which was now all they had to depend upon adding withal, that if the eail should at any time receive a letter, or paper, though directed to nobody, and with nothing in it but a half sheet of paper cut m the middle, he, the eai 1, might certainly depend upon it that the two fleets weie pined, making the best (f their way foi Barcelona. It will